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location and distribution of the units will also enable the in-
dustry to cope with the severest foreign competition.

The picture given above refers to a future date. At the
present time more than four-fifths of the counts spun by
Bombay and nearly two-thirds of the counts spun by Ahmeda-
bad are below 30s. A considerable proportion of these may
have to be replaced by higher counts. There are, however,
some very important factors which, properly manipulated can
help to make the changes during the period of transition very
smooth. One of these factors is connected with the nature of
imports of piece-goods in India, figures for which for three
years are given below.

TABLE X
Imports of Cotton Piece-goods


	1937-38 Yds.
	1938-39 Yds.   .
	1939-40 Yds.

1. From British Empire
	27,03,20,394
	21,31,10,023
	15,86,47,714

2.  From foreign
.countries          32,04,78,030       43,41,54,361      42,03,54,853
59,07,98,424       63,72,64,384       57,90,02,567
3.  The share of
Japan in
item No. 2        30,60,45,392      42,48,08,235      39,33,73,802
(95,6 per cent) (97,9 per cent) (93.5 per cent)
It will be seen from the figures given above that nearly 95
per cent of the imports from countries other than those in the
British empire came from Japan. About 40 per cent of these
imports generally consisted of long-cloth, shirtings, drills and
jeans prepared from yarn below 30s. The war came to an
end after reaching the Japanese homeland, and if the Indian
industry succeeds in annexing this important slice of the
Ipdian home market, which it is most likely to do, the competi-
tion in coarse goods between centres like Bombay and Ah-
medabad on one side and the regional units of the interior on
the other may not be very keen for some time to come.
During the last war, Indian piece-goods made a tre-
mendous headway.in the export markets of the Middle and
Near Eastern .countries," and if the industry is able to consoli-